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The Emergence of Western-Style Painters and
the Genre of Landscape Painting in Early Modern Korea

Hong, Sunpyo

The concept of Landscape painting’ made its way to Korea from Japan during the
Enlightenment period. Ko Huidong, the first Western-style painter in Korea, pioneered
this genre around 1914, and it was further developed by artists like Kim Kwanho, Kim
Chanyoung, and Rha Hyeseok. While embracing the moderate modernism of academic-
styled Impressionism and post-Impressionism, and grounded in modern, nature-derived
realism, the works of these artists often depicted subjects like nameless scenery, rural
landscapes, the ‘scenic spots of the Empire, and local color-oriented countryside scenes.
Kim Chanyoung specialized in illustrating romantic figurative landscapes, while Rha
Hyeseok, residing in Manchuria, portrayed exotic-style historical landscapes and Chinese
streets from an Orientalistic perspective. Especially, Rha Hyeseok imbued her work with
the ray effect of landscapes and social scenes. With the creation of unique compositions
and the matiére built by the use of robust brushstroke technique, she organized the
underlying structure of landscapes and the framework of the canvas. This gave her early
landscape paintings a distinct significance, as she authentically propelled the genre

forward.
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