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ABSTRACT

YONEKURA Hisahito: Life and Art

Morikawa, Monami

This essay aims to comprehensively introduce the life, art and art theories of surrealist
painter and poet YONEKURA Hisahito, while also examining the artistic expressions that
Yonekura strived to achieve.

When Yonekura was a student, he leaned into writing poetry, but also became familiar
with avant-garde art that had come in from the West. While earning a living as a teacher,
he taught himself how to paint, and in 1930 founded “Rokuninsha (Six person group)”, the
first avant-garde art group in Yamanashi prefecture. The following year, Yonekura was
accepted into the Nika-ten exhibition for the first time with his work After “La Nocturne”
by Jean Cocteau (¥ % > - 27 A DKHh,I2 &L B). It is apparent that from then on,
Yonekura became focused on surrealism. In the 1930s, Yonekura painted works heavily
influenced by Salvador Dali, as can be seen in works such as The Crisis of Europe {3 —1
v DfEHE). However, he eventually strived for a ‘Japanese” or “Eastern” surrealism that
went beyond a merely Dali-esque style, and made works such as Early Spring (5-%) which
was much like Dali in its composition but used motifs relating to Japan. This was an artist’s
attempt to find originality, but one cannot ignore the uprising of nationalism, due to the
second Sino-Japanese War that started in 1937. On the other hand, Yonekura traveled to
Northeast China and the Korean Peninsula from the late 1930s to the early 1940s. From his
sketches, one can trace how Yonekura traveled and drew in those areas. In 1939, Yonekura
joined Bijutsu Bunka Kyokai (Bijutsu Bunka Art Association), but artists were soon unable
to express themselves freely due to regulations during the War. From his writings, one can
sense Yonekura's struggle between his country and avant-garde art during that time.

It is generally thought that surrealism in Japan ended with the War. However, Yonekura
is unique in the sense that he identified as “chogenjitsu-ha (surrealist)” even towards the
end of his life, and continued to pursue surrealistic expressions throughout his lifetime.
In 1951, Yonekura founded an avant-garde group called “Salon de Juin”, which led him to
dabble with various trends in contemporary art. However, he nevertheless continued to be

a surrealist, his pursuit of the surrealistic expression unwavering.
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