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ABSTRACT

The Debut of Rookie Artist Park Soo-Keun

Focusing on his Early Artworks in Chuncheon and Pyeongyang

Bae, Wonjung

Park Soo-Keun(1914-1965) was one of the representative painters of modern and
contemporary Korean art. He always has modifiers such as “National Painter”, and
“local painter”. Nevertheless, little is known about his early activities in Chuncheon and
Pyongyang. In this study, it was found that Park Soo-geun was known as a “unfortunate
painter who has never held an individual exhibition in his life” through newly discovered
literature data such as newspapers and magazines, but in fact, he held two individual
exhibitions in Chuncheon. This was possible because of the sponsorship of Miyoshi
Iwakichi, the director of social affairs at the Gangwon-do Office, and the Soyang Club
in Chuncheon. In addition, it was examined that Park Soo-geun did not receive regular
art education, but there was direct or indirect exchange with Japanese art teachers in
Chuncheon high school.

Meanwhile, it was confirmed that Park Soo-Keun, who was hired as a worker of
Pyeongnam-do with the help of manager Miyoshi, was in charge of drawing a Kamishibai
promoted by the Governor-General of Chosun during the war. His first Kamishibai was
“Activity of the Patriotic Class.” During his stay in Pyongyang, he was selected for the 19th
to 22nd consecutive “ Government-supervised art exhibitions’, and won the “Battlefield Art

Exhibition,” showing consistency in submitting to the contest even in the exhibition.
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