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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Monk Painters and Style of
Amitabha Triad Mural of Muwisa Temple in Gangjin

Shin, Kwanghee

Amitabha Triad Mural, the main Buddhist painting at Muwisa Temple(##&3F) in
Gangjin, Jeollanam-do, is one of the standard works that mark the prelude to Joseon
Buddhist paintings. This painting is a 15th-century Buddhist painting with clear production
dates, patrons, and painters, and it is also the oldest Buddhist mural in Korea preserved in
its original location. In addition, it is very valuable in that it is a rare case that can be seen
in Korea, as almost all of the Buddhist paintings produced in the early Joseon Dynasty are
currently in possession overseas. Nevertheless, existing studies have not been able to deal
with the painters and styles in detail.

Among the three monk painters Haeryeon(f#) was a leader, and there is a possibility
that he may have been an experienced artist who had previously painted murals for temple
buildings. His name can be found in a list of various Buddhist scriptures, sponsored and
produced by the 15th century royal family. Through this, it was confirmed that he was
related to Hyoryeongdaegun(Z25 k%) and the monk Haengho(#7°F). He also considered
that it was possible to draw the murals of Muwisa Temple as a result of this background.
This mural was painted in 1476, and has inherited many of the painting styles of Goryeo
Buddhist paintings. And some of the 15th-century court styles are also visible. Although
this painting is a privately sponsored work, the appearance of the court style seems to be
somewhat related to the artist Haeryeon's activities. This painting is located behind the
statue of Amitabha triad. And paintings and sculptures are produced at about the same

time. This arrangement had a great influence on the composition of this mural.
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