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ABSTRACT

The Diverse Aspects of Figure Painting
at the End of Goryeo Dynasty

Hong, Sunpyo

Paintings of the end of Goryeo dynasty showed numerous creative changes and
progress catalyzed by the close relationship with Yuan dynasty, China, while also inheriting
the tradition of the preceding era. Figure paintings were no exception. Based on existing
works and written records, this paper reconstructs the diverse aspects—subject matters,
origins, painting style, related legends, and historical facts, etc.—of figure paintings during
the very last decades of Goryeo. Three subject matters of figure painting are studied: first,
the Taoist and Buddhist figures in Chan (Japanese: Zen) paintings and Taoist Immortal
paintings; second, secular figures in genre paintings and Buddhist paintings; and last,
Barbarian Tribe (fanzu) figures particularly found in Cheonsan Daeryeop-Do attributed
to King Gongmin of Goryeo. Portraits and legendary figure paintings will be treated in
a separate article due to length limits. Along with other genres of painting, these diverse
aspects of late Goryeo period figure paintings were passed down to the next era and

eventually became the basis of the early Joseon period paintings.
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