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A Study on Female Japanese Painters
in Korea during the Colonial Period

Kim, Soyeon

This study aims to identify female Japanese painters in Korea during the first half
of the 20 century and to survey their characters and activities as painters. This study
focuses on Doi Saiho, Adachi Hideko, and Tanaka Fumiko of Oriental painting, and
Miyake Yasuko and Matsusaki Kimi of Western painting; it will trace their biographies
as painters, examining their educational backgrounds, reasons for moving to Joseon,
and their painting styles. This study especially highlights on the fact that the Bird-and-
Flower paintings in the department of Oriental paintings of Joseon Art Exhibition —
a gorgeous and detailed depiction of flowers, a contrast between dense flower trees
and blank background - followed the style of Araki line led by Doi Saiho. Many
female painters received the opportunity to learn western painting through Joseon Art
Association of Yamada Shinichi and Joseon Art Company of Dada Gijou, along with
the activities of female art teachers of the No. 1 Girl’s Secondary School and No. 2
Girl’s Secondary school. A still-life painting was especially a large part of the Western
painting; the pastimes of women at that time, such as Dahlia and French dolls — also
an important subject in the Japanese Government Exhibitions - were reflected in
their works. Based on this knowledge, this study takes another step in understanding
the relationship between the Japanese Art and Joseon Art during the colonial
period, including the characters of the female painters who had not received enough
recognition, and the organization and the characteristics of Joseon Art Exhibition where

those painters were mainly active.
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