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ABSTRACT

An Essay on the Development of Fields

of Painting in Ancient China

Painting on the Stone Funerary Objects in the Northern
Dynasties Period

Zheng, Yan

In the history of Chinese painting, there has been a longstanding tradition of
classifying paintings by their topic or theme, referred to variously as the “subject
matter of painting(#F),” “field of painting(##}), ” and so forth. In general, it is said
that such classification was established through GuKaizhi(##%2)’s distinction of
the painting categories of human figure, landscape, animal, and arhitecture during
the Eastern Jin Dynasty. However, a more systematic classification of paintings came
about through aesthetic theories and works produced in the Tang and Song dynasties.
The development of painting classification in earlier periods could not be investigated
properly because of the lack of transmitted works.

This study examined the development of painting classification through the
folding screen iconography depicted on stone coffin beds(£i/K) and house-shaped stone
sarcophagi(fi%) found among the funerary objects unearthed in ancient tombs from
the Northern Dynasty period. Because these are tomb artifacts, their genre is limited
to funerary art. However, given that they reflect actual life, the art forms contained
in them are worthy of attention. Figure paintings were stylized as a new art form, and
landscape paintings were emerging as a separate art form. Architectural objects were
depicted as noticeable subject matter, and flowers and birds were actively depictend in
their own right. Thus, it was found that a deepening of aesthetic self-awareness, along
with specialization and diversification of various fields of painting, occurred in the

Northern Dynasty period.
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