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Oriental Elements of Late 19th-Century French
Craft Design and Japan’s Adoption

Kim, Serine

Around 1870, numerous European craft designs have been introduced to Japan.
In addition, the Iwakura Mission collected a vast amount of works for the “Intellects
of the future” and visited many places and recorded the technology and current states
of the locations they visited in journal entry like forms in great detail. At that period
of time in Europe, Japonism was trending, and Art Nouveau was slowly coming into
existence as it expanded.

As the subject of analysis in this text, Emile Reiber was the most well-known
designer at that period of time. L'art Pour Tous, an art and design illustration
magazine where Emile Reiber served as editor for a long period of time, was imported
on a massive scale into Japan through the exhibition bureau and commercial bureau
during the late 19th century to early 20th century. Although he did not visit Japan to
influence directly the establishment of modern design in Japan, the trends of modern
design and craftwork after the period 1890~1900 and the possibilities of indirect
influence from the imported designs and craftwork are clearly evident.

Japan did not pursue blind acceptance like it did with other craft cultures when
incorporating the craft designs for industrialization. They chose their own method
in “learning” rather than “emulating’; thus, they did not reincorporate Japonism into
their craftwork as it was. They incorporated a modern manufacturing method rather
than blind reincorporation or adaptation of Japonism into the Japanese environment,
and Japonism in Europe itself chose the directive of being more Japanese-oriented as
well.

This text looked into the modern European design influenced by Japonism based
on the designs of Emile Reiber and reviewed the directive of modern European design
implementation of Japan through the short contents of Beio Kairan Jikki and other

records.

184  19A)7] FHF A Fofmoko] FoFQ Aol A o] -8

ABSTRACT



