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ABSTRACT

Diplomacy and Art
Joseon-Ming Diplomacy from the

Annals of the Joseon Dynasty

Kim, Hongdae

This thesis examines the function and role of art in diplomacy. In diplomacy,
art can be categorized into ‘Art as a gift’ and ‘Art as an art" As ‘Art as a gift) art was
a symbol of peace between the two countries. The handicraft was widely used as a
gift from both countries. Ming sent lots of silk and books, and Joseon used to send
special handicrafts such as Joseon paper, silk and stone lanterns. As ‘Art as an art) art
was a good medium for relaxing diplomatic relations with diplomats, interacting with
culture, and enhancing friendship. Diplomats sometimes drew pictures or created
calligraphy, and sometimes enjoied art pieces together. This paper is examining how
arts played a role in diplomacy of Joseon Dynasty.

This study divided the characteristics of arts into four categories based on the
contents recorded in the “Annals of the Joseon Dynasty”™: First, diplomats of both
countries create artworks on the spot; second, that diplomats of Ming dynasty
purchase artworks of Joseon; third, someone creates artworks to leave his or her name;
and fourth, someone uses artworks for diplomatic activities.

Through this categorization, the present study could see how the roles of arts are
specifically revealed in the diplomatic process, and trace their significance and values.
This is different from the research method and direction in previous studies, which
have mainly focused on the types and contents of artwork that expresses foreign-
related themes. The present study identified that the diplomacy between Ming and

Joseon was unequal.
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