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A Study on Mural Painting of Grandeur Buddhist Hall

in Sinheung Temple

Park, Eunkyung

The point of grandeur buddhist hall is to realize the buddhist land in the real
world. To decorate the inside and outside of the hall by coloring or drawing is the
most typical method. In that way, the extensive mural paintings in Yangsan Sinheung
Temple Daegwangjeon (%L H8H: L) rebuilt in 1657 have magnificent beauty.
The mural paintings of the east-west wall and the back of the wall behind Buddha
are bigger in scale than any other mural painting in temple of Joseon Dynasty.
Besides, the painting is recognized importance as an example that was created in
the late Joseon Dynasty.

Moreover, the paintings in the hall are comprised of the three world buddhas
which are the painting of Mt.Grdhrakuta Assembly (%111%7 L&) of the north, the
painting of Bhaisajyaguru triad (il —2[&]) of the east wall, and the painting of
Amitabha triad (F5#FE—=3l#) of the wast wall in the Daegwangjeon has the major
significance that the painting has given body to characters of cardinal points of
each icon in three dimensions which cannot be expressed in the normal buddhist
painting composed of the three world buddhas.

Especially, the outline drawings(%4%) for the triad painting was verified by the
form of accompanying paper (JI#{LJZX) which is painted each different drawing
paper in accordance with an analysis about placement of the principal icon and the
bodhisattvas on the painting of Bhaisajyaguru triad and Amitabha triad. The mural
painting of triad in Sinheung temple is a good example of understanding how to use
the outline drawing of Amitabha triad for making the other Bhaisajyaguru triad.

Furthermore, in the Joseon Dynasty, the reason of producing the huge mural
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painting of Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva(#l5#) in the back of the wall behind
Buddha and making the mural painting of Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva with the black
background as the case of Sinheung Temple Daegwangjeon counts as it might be
organically linked with each other. The back of the wall behind Buddha by the
narrowest and shadowly space in the hall is reminiscent of the image of dark or
deep cave. And the black background of the mural painting can be understood as

the visual equipment for Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva cave or dark cave.
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