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Text, Body, and Ritual:

Reconfiguring the Relationship between Image and Text
and Rethinking the Minjung in O Yun’'s Art

Yoo, Hyejong

Drawing on materials held in the Seoul Museum of Art Archive, this study examines
how the relationship between text and image shifts and expands across the work of O
Yun (i, 1946-1986) from the 1970s to 1986. In his illustration work of the 1970s, text
operated within a hierarchical structure as a supplement to image; yet even at this stage,
image began to open expressive spaces that text alone could not capture, generating an
internal tension within their relationship. By the early 1980s, text intervenes directly within
pictorial space as the voiced utterance of figures fused with bodily sensation, while his
illustration practice explores theatrical scene structures in which relational tension emerges
through the distribution of gazes and spatial arrangement. This exploration develops
further in “Wonguido” (Painting of Grudge-Bearing Ghosts, 1984), where image itself
begins to generate narrative: O Yun reorders a wide range of literary and visual sources to
construct a multilayered structure in which heterogeneous temporalities and experiences
coexist without converging into a single narrative. Around 1984-85, text moves further still,
functioning no longer as narrative explanation but as a material and formal element that
enters the picture plane through the physicality of the written character itself. The repeated
transcription of Donghak incantations, the formal experiments of “Munjado-Sin”(Character
Painting-Shin, 1984), and the fusion of text and body in “Kalnorae” (The Song of the
Sword, 1985) are examined as pivotal moments in this transformation. This study argues
that O Yun's reconfiguration of text and image was not merely a formal experiment, but
a sustained search for a pictorial language capable of engaging the complex reality of the
minjung — encompassing shamanistic belief, cosmic order, and everyday vitality — that

exceeded the frameworks of social-scientific rationalism.
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	논단62_내지_유혜종2_흑백

