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Expressions, New Reality, and Surreality
in Chang Ucchin’s Painting

Moon, Junghee

In his brief essay “Ideas and Methods’(1955), Chang Ucchin(1917~1990) posited
that the modern concept of the self emerged after the advent of Impressionism. This
perspective likely developed from his understanding of the new modernism of the
1930s, during his formative years as an art student. Particularly, the rise and evolution of
Surrealism as an early modernist movement had significance even in colonial Korea. Chang
likely encountered these avant-garde trends and styles during his studies in Japan starting
in 1939. While the adaptation and evolution of Western Surrealism in Japan have been
well documented, recent exhibitions highlight an emphasis on localized and indigenized
versions of Surrealism, rather than mere imitation. Within this context, attention turns
to the concept of “surreality,” not as a movement of Surrealism but as a new method of
artistic creation. Although Chang never explicitly used the term “surreality” in his writings,
his paintings reflect innovative ideas that challenge contemporary art movements. Chang
Ucchin’s work sought to formalize a primitive subconscious world, tracing the origins of
1950s art through the purity of beauty. He departed from conventional ‘reality’ to pursue
the objective truth of a universal surreality. This paper examines the evolution of Chang
Ucchin’s early art from representation to expression, exploring how he engaged with

Surrealist artistic methods.

ABSTRACT



