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Phase-Mother Earth and Subverted Monumentality ABSTRACT

A Critical Review of the Development of Change
in Lee Ufan’s Critique of Sekine Nobuo

Park, Soonhong

Along with Lee Ufan(1936~), Sekine Nobuo(1942~2019) is widely known as the
leading figure of the postwar Japanese art movement of Mono-ha. In 1968, Sekine saw
the possibility of turning the earth itself into a work of art through the creation of Phase-
Mother Earth in which he dug a cylindrical hole in a corner of a park and paired it with
an identical lump of earth erected next to the hole. While this work confirmed the fact
that contemporary art no longer concerns expression but only one’s idea, the work was
theorized by Lee Ufan and established itself in the history of Japanese art as an important
piece that opposed modern rationalism. However, as such works that leave raw materials
or objects as they are became popular, counterarguments against Lee’s art theory began to
be actively raised. Moreover, around the time of the 1970 World Expo in Japan, when the
meaning of the Japanese urban landscape and public space was being newly recognized as
they were becoming increasingly homogenized, Sekine was forced to experience a certain
break by staying in Europe, which would later bring change in his oeuvre. The problem
lies in the fact that Sekine sought clues in the public space of European cities to sustain
and universalize the intended results he believed he had achieved through Phase-Mother
Earth. This stands in contrast to the fact that, starting with Phase-Mother Earth, Lee was
formulating works that highlighted the phenomenological body in addition to existing
ontological meanings. This paper examines the various discussions and interpretations
that have unfolded centering on Sekine’s Phase-Mother Earth. Furthermore, it focuses
on and verifies the mutual relationship with Lee Ufan as an important perspective for
considering how Sekine linked his earlier works like Phase-Mother Earth to monument in

the age of postmodern where grand narratives were difficult to establish.
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	논단62_내지_박순홍1_흑백
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