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Beyond Hangukhwa (Korean Painting)

Song Soo Ryun's Medium and Abstraction

Lee, Minsoo

Song Soo Ryun (b. 1945) studied under Ahn Sang-chul (1927~1993) and Kwon Young-
woo (1926~2013) at university. Since her first solo exhibition at the Art Center of the
Korean Culture and Arts Foundation in 1976, she has developed a distinctive body of work
characterized by its particular use of medium, based primarily on hanji and ink while
incorporating natural materials such as water-based pigments, animal glue, clay powder,
persimmon dye, indigo dye, rope, and lotus leaves. Two major characteristics can be
identified in the medium and expression of Song’s work. The first is her use of techniques
such as baekbalbeop (FH#ki%), a white-reserve technique using animal glue and related
materials, and baechae-beop (§#1%), a back-coloring technique in which pigment is
applied to the reverse side of hanji so that it subtly permeates through to the front. The
second characteristic is that Song begins with the observation of nature and transforms the
sensations and emotions internalized through this process into abstract images. The artist
has explored this approach through her series ‘Contemplation’ and ‘Internal Insight’.

However, these characteristics cannot be confined to the existing category of
Dongyanghwa (Oriental painting). Nor can they be sufficiently explained by the concept
of Hangukhwa (Korean painting), a term that became official in the 1980s but still requires
further clarification in terms of its position and identity. Focusing on an analysis of Song
Soo Ryun's works, this study examines these characteristics and considers how her use of
medium and her mode of abstraction move beyond the fixed categories of Dongyanghwa

and Hangukhwa, thereby positioning her practice within the field of contemporary art.

182 =z

=i}

of, S| wiAler 34

ABSTRACT



	논단62_내지_이민수1_흑백
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